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Safety  

Extreme care should be taken when handling any Lithostone Surface stone. 

Lithostone Surfaces recommends that fabricators and installers should abide by all local Occupational 

Health and Safety regulations  

All slabs distributed by Lithostone Surfaces are non-hazardous to the end user. 
Fabrication to any kind of stone whether its engineered, granite or marble, form dust containing 
crystalline silica (quartz) during the fabrication process can lead to various health issues eg. Silicosis. 
Appropriate workwear and a silica controlled program must be in place when fabricating any stone, 
please contact us for more information if needed and make sure to follow all information given on the 
safety data sheet.  

 
First Aid 
 
EYE: (Dust exposure) Flush gently with running water, irrigating under eyelids with appropriate solution. 
Seek medical attention if irritation develops. 
INHALATION: (Dust exposure) If inhaled remove self or individual from contaminated area. Apply 
artificial respiration if not breathing. 
SKIN: (Dust exposure) Gently flush affected areas with water. Seek medical attention if irritation 
develops. 

 

Equipment & Apparel  

▪ Lithostone Surfaces must always be fabricated using wet methods (including tools with water 

suppression)   
▪ When fabricating and processing Lithostone Surfaces workers should always wear protective gear:  

▪ Safety Glasses 

▪ Respiratory Dust Mask 

▪ Protective Gloves (for stone handling )  

▪ Ear Muffs 

▪ Water Protective Apron 

▪ Steel Capped Rubber Boots 

 

 

Measurements 

Slab Dimensions (a) 3200 x 1600 mm 

(b) 3000 x 1400 mm 

Weight approximately (a) 250kg 

(b) 230kg 

Thickness 20mm 
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Handling  

When handling Lithostone Surfaces slabs the following work safe practices should be implemented:  

▪ Slabs are to be lifted using appropriate equipment i.e. forklift and jib or overhead crane. Equipment 

including clamps must comply with current regulations.  

▪ All operators/visitors to be at a safe distance.  
▪ Do not walk or stand underneath raised slabs, always control the slabs from the outside.  
▪ When moving or transporting the slabs they are to be face-to-face or back-to-back to protect the 

slab face.  
▪ Ensure that slabs are appropriately supported when shifting slabs in a rack or moving them.  

Transportation   

Lithostone Surfaces slabs must be transported safely. When loading the slab’s they are to be distributed 

evenly on each side of the racks or A frames. In the instance of one slab being loaded then unfixed frames 

should be relocated/adjusted as per State Legislation. Lithostone Surfaces suggest that all clients refer to 

their local load restraint laws in relation to transporting of slabs. All loads are to be securely restrained so 

that they do not move.   

Stone Inspection  

1. Variation check 

Lithostone Surfaces is made from a minimum of 93% natural stone (quartz or marble). Small particle 

inclusions, blots and irregular distribution of the aggregate does occur with engineered stone, and should 

not to be considered imperfect or defective, and therefore is not covered by the 15-year Limited Warranty. 

Please note that Lithostone Surfaces recommend that the end user inspects the slabs for any variation in 

shade and colour consistency before fabrication or installation.  

2. Batching 

Lithostone Surfaces is manufactured in batches. Every slab is given a batch number and a record kept of 

every slab dispatched from our warehouses. Prior to cutting of the material the customer (fabricator) is 

required to check that slabs appointed to a job are from the same batch. The 15-year Limited Warranty 

does not cover claims pertaining to shade variation after installation of the stone. If for any reason the 

stonemason needs to use two different batches there should be an inspection of the material to see if they 

match in colour.  

Storage  

▪ Lithostone Surfaces slabs should always be stored away from direct sunlight.  

If the material needs to be stored outside, make sure that the polished surface is not in 

direct sunlight.   

▪ Lithostone Surfaces slabs are to be stored on suitable frames or racks. Place slabs only 

between the upright bars.  
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Pre-Fabrication Inspection  

It is the obligation of the customer (i.e. fabricator) to conduct a final inspection of the material prior to the 

commencement of fabrication. The Limited Lithostone Surfaces Warranty does not cover claims arising 

from visual defects discovered after commencement of fabrication. Before fabrication inspect for the 

following:  

▪ Surface damage, such as scratch or pit. 

▪ Blank spots an irregular distribution of quartz granules.   

▪ Pigmentation  

▪ Inconsistent colour within the slabs.   

▪  

 
Fabrication  

 
1. Use Water  

• It is essential that cutting, polishing and drilling any Lithostone Surfaces slabs be done with water. 

Do not drill, polish or cut the slabs dry as this may damage and weaken the material and could 

cause cracking and chipping.  
 
2. Cut-Outs  

▪ Preparation for a cut-out should always be done with a core drill (min 10mm radius). Do not 

square cut or cross cut corners as this will create stress points in the stone which may 

result in cracking. Square cutting without core drilling, will void the Lithostone Surfaces 15-

year Limited Warranty.  
 
3. Reinforced Cut-Outs  

▪ In demanding applications involving heavy weight or high heat on the benchtop surface, 

reinforced cut-outs are required to minimize the risk of cracking around. Where the width of 

the stone is less than 60mm around the edge of the cut- out, the stone must be reinforced 

with a 20mm Lithostone Surfaces strip.  
 
4. Splash backs  

▪ When using Lithostone Surfaces as a splash back behind a cook top hot plate or gas 

burner be sure to refer to the relevant Australian Standard Regulations requirements 

except in regards to the distance from the heat source to the face of the material.  
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Gas Cooktops 

 

Electric Cooktops 

 

*Please refer to AS5601 – 2004 Gas Installations and AS NZS 4386.2 – 1996 Domestic Kitchen Assemblies Installation.  
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5. L-Shapes & Angles  

It is not recommended that L-shaped or angled pieces be installed in one continuous piece, i.e. without 

joints. For angular shaped kitchens the pieces should be joined at the corners. Where an inside corner is 

unavoidable it should have a radius corner to reduce potential cracks.  

 

 

Fabricating Edges  

There are a number of edges that can be created when fabricating a Lithostone Surface. The most 

common type is the pencil or beveled edge.  

▪ All polished edges should have a minimum radius of 4-5mm as the bigger the surface area 

of the edge the more resistant the edge will be to chipping.   

▪ Lithostone recommends discussing with clients about the advantages and disadvantages 

of each edge profile. 

▪ The Lithostone 15-year Limited Warranty does not cover damage to polished edges 

through wear and tear or negligence.   

Bullnose 40mm   Pencil Round 40mm   Mitred 40mm  Double Half Bullnose 40mm 

 

   

Bevel Edge 20mm  Lamb’s Tongue 20mm   Pencil Round 20mm 

  

 



LITHOSTONE SURFACES FABRICATION GUIDE 

 6 

 

Overhang Support  

The Lithostone Surfaces 15-year Warranty does not cover an overhang exceeding 300mm that is not 

supported.  

For 20mm thick Surface:  

Overhang Support 

Less than 
300mm No additional support required (except if it a demanding application as outlined above). 

300mm to 
500mm 

Medium Density Fibre (MDF) underlay, brackets spaced at 1000mm intervals and 10mm thick 
steel bar support extending the full width over cabinets to 300mm beneath overhang is required. 

Over 500mm Vertical supports ie legs, spaced at 1000mm intervals are required. 

 

Installation  

1. Ensure that the cabinets / bottom units are level, stable and secure.  

2. Lithostone Surfaces needs to be fully supported along the front and back edges of the stone and there 

needs to be a solid support every 600mm.  

3. Solid support is needed under all joints, cut outs and appliance spaces (dishwashers etc)  

4. Before gluing the bench top, ensure that all the pieces are correct size.  

5. Lithostone Surfaces should be stuck down with a neutral cure silicone, this will allow for movement 

(thermal or common expansion).  

6. When installing Lithostone Surfaces between walls there needs to be a 3 to 5mm joint as this will allow 

for any movement (thermal or common expansion). 

Final Touches  

When the installation is complete give the bench top a final inspection.  

▪ Make sure that the surface is clean. 

▪ If other tradesmen are to follow, advise the customer that the following tradesman are not to 

use the bench top as work bench or as a stepping platform.   

▪ To help protect the material from further work that needs to be done, cover the surface with 

some form of protective covering.  

▪ Leave the customer a copy of the Lithostone Surfaces Warranty as and a Care & Maintenance 

information card.  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Warranty  

▪ Lithostone gives the following 15-year warranty to you in respect of the slab, subject to the 
terms and conditions set out below.  

▪ Lithostone warrants that the slab will remain free from defects arising from the manufacture of 
the slab for a period of 15 years from the date of installation of the product.  

▪ All slabs are sold on an “as is” basis and the determination if the slab(s) are suitable for the 

purpose rests with the Stonemason.   

▪ Slabs that are not suitable will be replaced or swapped for another providing, that the slabs has 

not been cut or modified in any way.   

 

Exclusions  

▪ The warranty does not cover any defect in, or damage to, the product arising from any work 
done by any person other than Lithostone.  

▪ The warranty covers any defects in the manufacture of the original slabs. The subsequent 
fabrication, application and workmanship is not covered under this warranty.  

▪ The warranty does not cover any defect in, or damage to, the product which results from it 
being used for flooring or in any outdoor application (including swimming pools) or any other 
application involving exposure of the slab to ultraviolet radiation, chemicals, flames or excessive 
heat.  

▪ The warranty does not cover any defect in, or damage to the product which results from not 
being cleaned in accordance to the Lithostone care and maintenance guide.  

▪ Given that Lithostone slabs are manufactured from natural materials, each slab is unique and 
variations to shading, quartz distribution and reflectively do occur and are naturally occurring 
characteristics of the material. Consequently (a) samples are indicative only and may vary from 
the final product and (b) naturally occurring variations in appearance caused by artificial or 
natural lighting are not covered by the warranty: Changes in the appearance of the slab from 
reflected light is a natural part of the slabs.  

▪ Inspections of the surface of the slabs is to be in normal viewing position with the slab being 
illuminated by “non-critical light”. “Non-critical light” means the light that strikes the surface is 
diffused or is not glancing parallel to that surface. 

▪ The warranty does not cover any defect in, or damage to, the product which results from 
mishandling or misuse.  

▪ The warranty does not cover any defect in, or damage to, the product which results from placing 
hot items including, but not limited to, hot pans, electric frying pans or oven trays directly on the 
slab.  

▪ The warranty does not cover any defect in, or damage to the product which results from the use 
of products which contain trichlorethane or methylene chloride (such as paint removers or 
stripper) or cleaning agents which have high alkaline/PH levels.  

▪ The warranty does not cover any irregularity in the slab that existed in the material prior to 
fabricating the installation and were present in the final installed product. This is a fabrication 
issue.  

▪ The warranty does not apply to natural quartz surface variations within or on the surface of the 
slabs; these are inheriting in the manufacturing process and are a characteristic of the material.  
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▪ Cracks in the material are not material fault; cracking is the result of externally induced 
mechanical stress on the material after installation. The most likely causes are settlement or 
movement, excessive weight being placed on the tops, such as standing or sitting on them. 
Heat, as explained in section (viii) may also result in a crack. Any crack emanating from a sink 
cut out, cook top cut out or “L” shaped cut out is also not covered under this warranty, these are 
not caused by any fault in the material. Chipping is not a material fault, it is normally the direct 
result of an impact to the edge of the bench top surface, as such it is not covered by any 
warranty. 

▪ The warranty is applicable to the original purchaser of the materials and is not transferable to 
subsequent owners.  

▪ The warranty excludes material that has been moved from their original place of installation.  
▪ Fireplaces vary in design and construction and in the amount of heat output; Lithostone does 

not warrant material that has been damaged when used in this type of installation.  
▪ The warranty does not apply if the material is not installed by a qualified, licensed stonemason.  
▪ The warranty requires inspection of all slabs on the day of delivery.  If there is any evidence of a 

defect, the client has 14 days to return the material as is. Material will not be accepted for return 
if it has been fabricated or cut in any way. 

▪ We assume no liability for goods damaged in transit by any method of delivery. 
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